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Ctjshing, Max Pearson. Baron D'Holbach: A Study of Eighteenth Century 
Radicalism in France. Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Require- 
ment for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, in the Faculty of Political 
Science. Columbia University. New York: Columbia University, 19 14. 
iii+188 pages. 

This is an excellent little study, very useful to all students of eighteenth-century 
thought. The author contends that Holbach has not met his deserts at the hands of 
historians, for the genial baron stood in the very van of French radical thought. 
Beginning as a translator of German scientific works and English deistic productions, 
he made his way to an atheism so uncompromising that such by no means gentle 
scoffers as Voltaire and Frederick the Great stood aghast and cried a frightened halt. 
All is matter, and matter is from eternity: such is Holbach's central formula. After 
this beginning it follows quite naturally qu'il faut sabrer la ihtologiel The author of 
the study is chiefly concerned with cataloguing and summarizing Holbach's works, 
giving particular attention to the most famous, the Systime de la Nature. 

F. S. 

Sheldon, Henry C. Studies in Recent Adventism. New York and Cin- 
cinnati: Abingdon Press, 1915. 160 pages. $0.50. 
Professor Sheldon has written a useful and informing book which will be wel- 
comed by many pastors who are compelled to meet the influence of adventism. With 
copious citations from typical modern Adventist publications, he sets forth the main 
tenets of millennialism. Two chapters are devoted to a clear statement and an equally 
clear criticism of the "cardinal assumptions in Adventist argumentation." The 
book is written expressly to help pastors and it purposely avoids theological positions 
which might distract attention from the main theme. From a critical point of view 
it therefore scarcely avoids dogmatic decisions as to the "true" as over against the 
"false" interpretation of the "coming of Christ." But with recognition of the self- 
chosen limitations under which the author wrote, the exposition is to be highly com- 
mended. 

G. B. S. 

HISTORY OF RELIGIONS 

Murray, Gilbert. The Stoic Philosophy. [Conway Memorial Lecture.] 
New York and London: Putnam, 1915. 74 pages. $0.75. 
The Stoic system is here expounded in a single popular lecture. Only the most 
salient features of the system are mentioned, but the choice has been made with skill 
and sympathy. The more practical aspects of Stoicism are emphasized, with a view 
to showing that this philosophy was not so much an elaborate scheme of speculation 
as "a way of looking at the world." 

S. J. C. 

Phythian- Adams, W. J. Mithraism. Chicago: Open Court Publishing Co. 

[1915]. xi+95 pages. $0.40. 

This little volume appears in the series "Religions Ancient and Modern," and is 
a concise statement of the principal facts regarding the Mithraic religion. After 
listing the most important modern literature and sketching a "Mithraic Chronology," 
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the author describes briefly in a "Foreword" the task which confronts the student 
of this subject. This is followed by a statement of Mithra's career in Asia before the 
cult began to spread in the Roman Empire. The extent of its spread and the means 
by which this was effected are then described. Finally, its monuments, its mythology, 
its rites, and its doctrines are briefly treated. The whole is a very compact yet 
reliable exposition of this ancient faith. 

S. J. C. 



Beitrage zur Religionswissenschaft. Herausgegeben von der religionswissen- 

schaftlichen Gesellschaft in Stockholm. I. Jahrgang (1913-14), Heft 2. 

Stockholm: A. Bonnier; Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs. M. 6. 

This is the second part of the first volume of a new periodical designed to give 
expression to Swedish scholarship in the general field of the history of religions. It 
promises to be an important publication, judging from the contents of this "Heft." 
Ignaz Goldziher contributes an article on catholic and particularistic tendencies within 
Islam; S. A. Fries, the general editor of the publication, writes on the temple of 
Yahweh outside of Palestine; and G. P. Wetter interprets the Johannine expression 
"I am the Light of the world." A review of recent Swedish literature and a chronicle 
of events of interest to scholars in this particular field are also included. 

The periodical is not to appear as a regular magazine but as the organ of the society 
under whose auspices it is published. Consequently the frequency of its appearance 
and the extent of its contents will be conditioned by the contributions which are 
from time to time found available for publication. This arrangement will naturally 
tend to insure the scientific character of the publication. S. J. C. 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY 

Ward, Harry F. Social Evangelism. New York: Missionary Education 

Movement, 1915. 145 pages. 50 cents. 

This is a valiant attempt to reconcile the individualistic and the socially minded 

followers of Jesus. The author deserves great credit, not only for his heroic grappling 

with the problem, but for unusual clarity of thought and statement. To substitute 

the "both and" "of the gospel" for the "either, or" of partisan dogma and thus to 

bring Christianity into full dynamic relation with the modern world — or even to try to 

do this — is surely a work of merit. 

A. H. 

Agar, Frederick A. Church Finance. New York: Missionary Education 

Movement, 1915. 108 pages. 50 cents. 

In this volume the flabbiness of church membership in terms of attendance, 

support, and evangelization is quite shockingly exposed. The final chapter on 

proper methods of church finance has considerable merit, but notwithstanding these 

efficiency devices which should be adopted one feels depressed by the self-concern with 

which the evident invalidism of the church afflicts her. It will take more than interest 

in the church to save the church. 

A. H. 



